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A PASSOVER SEDER 
 
Before eating your main meal, use this script as a guide for your ‘story-telling Passover meal’. Adapt the 
outline according to your household’s needs. We will be referring to the following foods: 
Matzah (unleavened bread), Maror (bitter herbs), Karpas (Parsley and salt water), Charoset (apple and 
raisins), Lamb (eaten with the main meal). In a traditional seder, four cups of wine/grape juice are used. 
We have included one cup at the end. 
 
Leader begins by lighting the table candles:  
As we light the festival lights, we welcome you Holy Spirit. We ask for your light to fill our hearts as we 
share this Passover meal. 
 
Everyone stand together and pray (leader can speak first, others can echo him/her): 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe;  
You have chosen us from the beginning of time; 
You have made us holy through the blood of your Son, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world; 
In love you have given us Sabbaths for rest, holidays for joy, festivals for gladness, and your Son for our 
freedom. 
Blessings to our God who chose to deliver us! 
 
SERVING OF THE MATZAH 
 
Question #1 (asked by a child or the youngest person) 
Why are we eating matzah tonight? 
 
Leader: 
We eat the matzah to remind us that the Hebrews did not have time to wait for yeast to rise because 
they had to be ready to move when God spoke.  
We eat the matzah tonight because we remember Jesus. Matzah that is striped and pierced reminds 
us that by his stripes we are healed. He was pierced for our rebellion. 
 
Choose someone to read 1 Corinthinas 5:6-8 and 2 Corinthians 5:21: 
Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, so that you 
may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 
Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God 
through Christ. 
 
Leader: 
Tonight we eat the matzah – bread without yeast – to remember Jesus who was without sin. 
 
Break the matzah. Hold it up and say together: 
Because he was broken for us! 
Eat the matzah. 
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SERVING OF THE MAROR (bitter herbs) 
 
Question #2 (asked by a child or the youngest person) 
Why are we eating bitter herbs? 
 
Leader: 
Long ago on that Passover night, God instructed the children of Israel to eat bitter herbs. For thousands 
of years they have done this to remember the bitterness of the cruel slavery at the hands of Pharaoh.  
As we taste the bitterness, let us remember the bitterness of slavery to sin. 
Let us remember the bitter suffering of Jesus as he was beaten and then hung upon the cross. 
Psalm 22 prophesies the suffering our Lord endured for our deliverance. 
 
Choose someone to read from Psalm 22: 
Like lions they open their jaws against me, roaring and tearing into their prey. 14 My life is poured out like 
water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart is like wax, melting within me. 15 My strength has dried 
up like sunbaked clay. My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. You have laid me in the dust and left me 
for dead. 16 My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang closes in on me. They have pierced 
my hands and feet. 17 I can count all my bones. My enemies stare at me and gloat. 18 They divide my 
garments among themselves and throw dice for my clothing. 
 
Leader: 
In our celebration of freedom, let us remember the great cost of our redemption. 
 
SERVING OF THE KARPAS (parsley dipped in salt water) 
 
Question #3 (asked by a child or the youngest person) 
We do we dip our herbs twice tonight? 
 
Leader: 
Parsley is dipped in salt water to remind us of the bitterness of the slavery that Israel endured. The 
bowl of salted water speaks of the many tears that were shed and the cries that went up to God for 
deliverance from their powerful enemy. Let us remember that God is a Father who sees and cares and 
is stronger than every enemy. 
 
Choose someone to read from Exodus 3: 
7 Then the Lord told [Moses], “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard 
their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8 So I have 
come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their own 
fertile and spacious land. 
 
Everyone taste the parsley with the salt water. 
 
Leader: 
Jesus died at Passover but on the Day of Firstfruits he was resurrected from the dead. Because he is 
the firstfruits of the resurrection, we look forward to our resurrection, and the ending of all tears and all 
suffering. As we dip a second time, we long to hear the voice that John heard in Revelation 21: “Look, 
God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will 
be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying 
or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 
 
Second dipping: everyone taste the parsley with the salt water. 
Say together: 
Jesus, we long for you to return and to wipe away every tear, and to remove death and sorrow and 
crying and pain. Come Lord Jesus! 
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SERVING OF THE CHAROSET (apple and nuts) 
 
Leader: We eat the charoset and remember the mortar and the bricks of slavery in Egypt. Generations 
of back-breaking work. Emotional trauma. No days for rest. But the charoset is also sweet to taste. We 
remember the sweetness of freedom: God intervened and broke the power of the oppressor.  
We also remember our slavery to sin. We were incapable of saving ourselves. We deserved neither 
mercy nor grace. But as you taste the sweetness of this dish, remember that God, who is mighty to 
save, came near to us and broke the power of sin! 
We can say with the Apostle Paul: 
What a wretched person I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to 
God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:24-25) 
 
Taste the charoset together 
 
Question #4 (asked by a child or the youngest person) 
Why are we eating this meal reclining? 
 
Leader: 
Because Christ, our Passover Lamb, has bought our freedom! Slaves don’t recline to enjoy a meal, but 
sons and daughters do! Tonight we remember that we are no longer slaves, but children of the King. 
We are free to come and take our place before our glorious Father who sits on the eternal throne! 
Remember the words of Jesus in John 8: 
31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my 
teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 “But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean, ‘You will be set free’?” 
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. 35 A slave is not a permanent 
member of the family, but a son is part of the family forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you are truly 
free. 
 
PREPARING TO SERVE THE LAMB 
 
Leader: 
As the Hebrews needed the blood a lamb on their doorposts for the angel of death to ‘pass over’ them, 
so we need the blood of the Lamb on our hearts for death to ‘pass over’ us. John the Baptist 
proclaimed: “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Peter reminds us: 
“For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your 
ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious 
blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.” 
 
Tonight we will eat this lamb, remembering the willing sacrifice of Jesus, God’s own gift of a perfect 
lamb. He gave up his life to give us new life. Because of Jesus, death has passed over us, and we have 
been set free to enjoy eternal life in his presence.  
 
Concluding toast before the main meal – fill everyone’s glasses. 
 
Leader: 
Father of Glory, we ask you to lead us into deeper worship and stronger friendship with your Son, the 
Crucified and Resurrected Lord. We honour you Jesus, the fulfilment of the Passover. You gave up 
your life to give us life. In the festival of Unleavened Bread, you were laid in the tomb, untainted by sin. 
On the Day of Firstfruits, you conquered death and arose as the Firstfruits of the coming resurrection. 
Our hope is in your sinless life, your sacrificial death, your victorious resurrection, and your soon return.  
 
Everyone toast their glasses:    Option: During your meal, take some time to 
Until he comes! Maranatha!     pray for the salvation of the Jewish people. 
 
Drink together, then serve the meal. 


