
 
 

Pentecost 2020 | Daily Readings & Prayers 
 
 

May 20 – Acts 1 
 
Reflect:  
Because the account of the ascension is so brief, it is easy to read the account without 
grasping the full weight of the event. The ascension was one of the major transitions of the 
New Testament. It was the grand conclusion to the Gospels because it was the ultimate 
demonstration Jesus truly was the Son of Man [i.e. divine]. The ascension was also an 
introduction because it set the stage for the ministry of the apostles.  
 
We tend to see Acts 2 as the beginning of the church, but Acts 1 is truly the beginning. Luke 
intentionally started the story of the church with Acts 1 and not Acts 2. Jesus had to ascend 
to pour out the Spirit, and His ascension set the stage for the apostles’ preaching and the 
development of what we now refer to as the church….  
 
Acts 1 effectively ended Jesus’ first coming and set the stage for His second. When he 
ascended, the apostles began to preach the power of Jesus’ first coming (His suffering and 
resurrection) and the certainty of His second coming (as Judge in glory). The apostolic 
gospel was a witness to what Jesus had done, a warning of what Jesus will do in His second 
coming, and an invitation to become part of His people who will be exalted into the heavens 
with Him. 
 
(Source: “Son of Man: The Apostolic Gospel” by Samuel Whitefield, p.20-21) 
 
Prayer: Jesus we worship you as the resurrected Man who has ascended into the 
heavens. We long for your return as the Messiah King who will rule over all and establish 
the Kingdom in fullness. We remember your promise to the disciples: “you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses”. We ask for 
your Spirit to baptize us and empower us as faithful witnesses, until your return. Amen. 
 

May 21 – Leviticus 23:15-22 and Acts 2:1-21 
 
Note: Many countries around the world recognize today as Ascension Day! 
 
The History of Pentecost: 



Before the Greek name Pentecost came into common use, this festival was known by its 
Hebrew name, ‘Shavuot’. Shavuot is a harvest festival. Just as the week of Unleavened 
Bread celebrates the ripening of the barley crop, in a similar way, Shavuot celebrates the 
ripening of the wheat crop. At Shavuot, the first fruits of the wheat harvest were brought to 
the Temple and baked into two loaves of leavened bread. The interim forty-nine days of 
counting are called "the counting of the Omer" because day one begins the harvest of a 
single barley sheaf (omer) and day forty-nine concludes the harvest of the wheat sheaves. 
In addition to wheat, the pilgrims celebrating Shavuot brought with them the first fruits of all 
their crops and offered them before the altar. 
 
We can imagine the disciples and followers of Jesus in Acts chapter two joining in this First 
Fruits procession. The Shavuot festival already carried particular significance for them 
because it was exactly fifty days after the Messiah had resurrected. He was the First Fruits 
of the Resurrection. In fact, the disciples and followers of Jesus were themselves the First 
Fruits of Messiah’s ministry. On Shavuot, 3,000 more were added to their number, and the 
great harvest of souls began. 
 
(Source: http://ffoz.org/messiahonline/articles//appointed_times/shavuot.php) 
 
Prayer: 
We pray as Jesus taught his disciples (Luke 10:2): Lord of the harvest, send out workers 
into your harvest field. Immerse the church in Fremantle in the power of your Spirit. 
Open a door for the gospel of the kingdom in our city, and bring in a great harvest for the 
glory of your name! Amen. 
 

May 22 – Exodus 19-20:21 
 
Reflect: 
“In Jewish tradition, the Counting of the Omer (the time between Passover and 
Pentecost/Shavuot) is regarded as a remembrance of the intervening days between the 
Exodus from Egypt and the revelation of God at Sinai. Therefore, Shavuot became known as 
the anniversary of God’s appearance at Mount Sinai. It is thus celebrated as the anniversary 
of the giving of the Torah [‘instruction’ or ‘law’] and in Hebrew is also called the festival 
of Mattan Torah (the Giving of the Torah).” Jewish people liken it to a wedding between 
Yahweh and the Children of Israel. On this day Yahweh promised eternal devotion to his 
people and they in turn pledged everlasting loyalty to him. 
 
As the disciples of the risen Messiah gathered to celebrate Shavuot in Jerusalem, they were 
also gathering to celebrate the anniversary of the Giving of the Living Torah. 

 
(Source: http://ffoz.org/messiahonline/articles//appointed_times/shavuot.php) 
 
Prayer: Lord, you promised the nation of Israel a new heart and a new spirit so that they 
would walk in your ways (Ezek 36:27). I pray that you would encounter me in this way. Fill 
me afresh with Holy Spirit; give me a tender heart that is responsive to your Word. 
Empower to me live in the blessing of obeying you in everything. Amen. 
 



May 23 – Acts 3 
 
A.W. Tozer wrote, “When the Holy Spirit is in full control of our lives, He will expect our 
obedience to the written Word of God. But it is part of our human problem that we would 
like to be full of the Spirit and yet go on and do as we please!” 
 
Reflecting on Acts 3: Peter wasn’t a professional preacher, or a revivalist, or a scholar. He 
was a flawed fisherman who transformed by being with Jesus. An ordinary man. His love for 
Jesus was weak but sincere, and God delighted to immerse him in Holy Spirit and release 
the testimony of Jesus through his lips with great power. God delights in you! What is the 
Lord wanting to do in and through you? 
 
Prayer: Father, bring about a revival in my own heart. Turn my eyes away from worthless 
things and incline my heart towards you above all else! I am your servant – use me for 
your glory. Amen. 
 

May 24 – Acts 4 
 
Reflect: 
A.W. Tozer wrote: I wonder if any Christian can ever show forth the transforming radiance of 
the love of God without a complete surrender to the indwelling Person of the Holy Spirit? 
Surely that was in the mind of the songwriter, as he prayed and sang “Holy Ghost, with light 
divine, Shine upon this heart of mine. Chase the shades of night away, Turn my darkness 
into day. Holy Spirit, all divine, Dwell within this heart of mine. Cast down every idol throne; 
Reign supreme and reign alone.” Our world is filled with hatred and conflict, violence and 
bloodshed. Through the plan of redemption God has dealt graciously with this global 
problem of hatred in the hearts of men and women. He has sent the source of love and light 
and radiance to the human bosom; Paul himself testified: “The love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given to us” (Romans 5:5). 
 
Source: https://www.cmalliance.org/devotions/tozer?id=259 
 
Prayer: Holy Ghost, with light divine, shine upon this heart of mine. Chase the shades of 
night away, turn my darkness into day. Holy Spirit, all divine, dwell within this heart of 
mine. Cast down every idol throne; reign supreme and reign alone. 
 

May 25 – Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
Reflect: 
Charles Finney said, “Revival comes from heaven when heroic souls enter the conflict 
determined to win or die - or if need be, to win and die!” 
 
Prayer: Father of glory, our merciful and powerful God – rend the heavens and come 
down! Pour out your Spirit upon our nation and bring about revival! Amen. 
 

May 26 – Acts 10 
 



Reflect: “Oh! Men and brethren, what would this heart feel if I could but believe that there 
were some among you who would go home and pray for a revival; men whose faith is large 
enough, and their love fiery enough to lead them from this moment to exercise unceasing 
intercessions that God would appear among us and do wondrous things here, as in the 
times of former generations.” Charles Spurgeon 
 
Prayer: Thank you Father that salvation is for both Jew and non-Jew, for all who will trust 
in Jesus. Thank you for rescuing me from sin and death. Empower me to be a faithful 
witness of this good news to the people around me this week. Teach me to pray and to 
keep on praying. Amen. 

 
       
 

May 27 – Luke 11:1-13 
 
Prayer: You are a good and generous Father, so I ask again: Revive your church in this 
city! Fill us with your Spirit in greater measure! I confess my need of you Holy Spirit. 
Please increase my hunger for your activity in my life. Amen. 
 
Reflect: The following account is John G. Lake’s testimony of being baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. Lake was an avid seeker of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. His testimony highlights 
how God answers hunger. A point that impressed me is that Lake describes the six months 
following this experience as a continual wrestle with God in which the Lord convicted Him 
of sin and brought Him to repentance. Rather than experiencing the immediate fruit of 
power, he experienced the immediate fruit of love breeding holiness. Lake’s ministry was 
hallmarked by 100,000 confirmed healings in Spokane, Washington, a huge testimony of 
the depth of encounter He had with God. How we need “these mighty shocks of power” 
today. (I’ve edited his account slightly to make it easier to read) 
 
“In October 1907 the Lord in His goodness baptized me with the Holy Ghost after several 
months of deep heart searching and repentance unto God at the home of a friend. 
Brother Thomas Hezmalhalch had invited me to accompany him to pray for a sister who was 
an invalid and had been in a wheelchair for a number of years. 

Activity: 
Prepare to share a Pentecost meal this week. In the rhythms of 
the Hebrew calendar, Pentecost or ‘Shavuot’ begins at sunset 
on May 28. Choose a theme such as “filling” or “immersion” to 

make the meal a visual demonstration of Pentecost. 
 

E.g. the filling of the Spirit, represented in filled foods: 
wraps/burritos for mains; apple-filled pie for dessert. 

 
E.g. the immersion (baptism) in the Spirit, represented in bread 

with soup; fruit dipped in chocolate sauce for dessert. 
 

Take a photo of your meal/décor and tag #newlifefremantle 
or send it to one of the NLC staff! 



As we entered the home, I felt a great calm resting upon me. I did not feel to join in the 
conversation. Brother Tom proceeded to instruct the sister from the Word concerning healing, 
and I sat in a deep leather chair on the opposite side of the room. My soul was drawing out in a 
great silent heart cry to God. 
“O Jesus, I so long for the baptism of the Holy Ghost, but I feel so unworthy; so far from thee. O 
Christ, if it be possible to baptize such as me, please baptize me. I am so hungry, so tired of 
trying, so weary of doing things myself. I am sick of sin, sick of self, sick of trying, sick of 
working, etc. etc.” 
Presently, a great quiet came upon me deepening rapidly into a peace such as I had never 
before known or experienced – a quiet of spirit, soul, and body. My being was soothed in a 
perfect calm, so deep, so quiet. My mind was perfectly still. I said, “O, Jesus, what is this – the 
calm of God? Is this the baptism of the Holy Ghost?” 
Presently, it seemed as if I had passed under a warm tropical rain that was falling not upon me, 
but through me. The realization of peace was such as I had never known. The rain continued to 
fall upon me. O, the rest of soul. O, the quiet of God. O, the peace of that hour. The peace – I 
cannot describe – that passeth all understanding. This condition of peace was so great I feared 
to breathe. It was as the silence of heaven. 
The saving rain continued to fall upon me. It soothed my brain. It soothed my body. It soothed 
my spirit. Would it ever stop? I feared it might. I said, “O God, I did not know there was such a 
place of rest as this.” 
Then I became conscious of a change coming over me. Instead of the rain, currents of power 
were running through me from my head to my feet, seemingly into the floor. These shocks of 
power came intermittently, possibly ten seconds apart. They increased in voltage until, after a 
few minutes, my frame shook and vibrated under these mighty shocks of power. Then as I 
shook and trembled, the shocks of power followed each other with more apparent rapidity and 
intensity. 
I could have fallen on the floor except for the depth of the chair in which I sat. 
Again a change. The shocks of power lessened in intensity and now have taken hold of my 
lower jaw. It moved up and down and sidewise in a manner new to me. My tongue and throat 
began to move in a manner I could not control. Presently, I realized I was speaking in another 
tongue, a language I had never learned. O, the sense of power. The mighty moving of the Spirit 
in me. The consciousness it was God who had come.” (source www.billyhumphrey.org) 
 

May 28 Pentecost begins at sunset – Acts 19:1-20 
 
Reflect: “When I pray for revival I pray first for the most radical thing: The utter devotion and 
allegiance of your hearts to Christ. That you would love Him so deeply and long for Him so 
passionately that His coming would be your great hope, and death would be gain, and life 
would be for Christ and His kingdom.” John Piper  
 
Prayer: Lord, incline my heart towards you now. Open my eyes to see wondrous things in 
your Word. Unite my heart in the fear of God. Satisfy my heart, for you are pleasure 
beyond measure. 
 

May 29 – Acts 2 
 
“When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, the man who had denied 
Jesus three times before His crucifixion proclaimed Jesus publicly with confidence and 

http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/what-is-the-kingdom-of-god-or-kingdom-of-heaven-a-bible-study/


passion. Peter’s sermon that day was bold, direct, and confrontational. The presence and 
power of the Spirit was tangible, and approximately 3000 responded in repentance. 
 
“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ [Messiah], this Jesus whom you crucified (Acts 2:36). 
 
Prior to the resurrection, Jesus repeatedly avoided publicly presenting Himself as Messiah 
[Christ] and did not allow the disciples to present him as Messiah. The prophecies… in the 
Old Testament present the Messiah as a king and ruler who delivers Israel and the nations 
while executing judgment on the wicked. Jesus knew the messianic promises would be 
fulfilled in his second coming when He came to establish the kingdom and take dominion 
over the earth.”  
 
Peter and the apostles could now see that the stage was set for Jesus, the divine human, to 
return as the Messiah, and fulfil every prophetic promise. This was the good news they were 
to proclaim, and Holy Spirit was present to empower them to proclaim it. 2000 years later, 
we continue the story. Let us fix our eyes on the returning King, receive the power of His 
Spirit, and live as faithful witnesses – until He comes!  
 
(Quotations taken from “Son of Man: The Apostolic Gospel” by Samuel Whitefield, p.27-30) 
 
Prayer: High King of Heaven, have mercy on our land. Revive your church, send the Holy 
Spirit. Empower us to proclaim the King and His Kingdom. May your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Maranatha!  
 

May 31 - Join us online at 9:30am for Pentecost Sunday 


