
 

 
 

Make Disciple Makers 
 
The Mission of New Life Church 
 
The mission of New Life Church is to make disciple makers. 
 
Why? 
This mission was given by Jesus to his disciples just prior to his ascension. He 
commissioned them to go and make disciples in all the nations, teaching them to obey 
everything he had commanded them (Matthew 28:18-20). 
 
God the Holy Spirit has continuously driven the ministry of making disciple makers, across 
the earth, since Jesus’ ascension. The fact that New Life Church exists is a living testimony 
to this reality. This mission has always had a strong heartbeat within New Life Church.  
 
If we ever neglect, forget or abandon this mission it will inevitably lead to the decline and 
eventual death of this congregation in the same way that heart disease leads to death in 
the human body. 
 
Our mission will be completed when everyone on earth is a disciple who makes disciple 
makers. Currently there are tens of thousands of people in this local region who are not 
yet disciples of Jesus who are making disciple makers. Thankfully the mission of New Life 
Church is the God-given mission of every congregation and this is why we foster relational 
and missional unity with the whole church. As has been said, “mission exists where worship 
doesn’t.” 
 
What is Disciple Making? 
Disciple making is a voluntary relational process, where someone intentionally helps 
another person who is curious and motivated, to know and obey Jesus Christ more.  
 
The four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, give us significant insight into the process 
Jesus used to form his disciples and train them to become disciple makers. We learn from 
Jesus that the disciple making process is both formal and informal. Formal means meeting 
regularly to understand and apply the Biblical story from Creation to Christ to New-
Creation. Informal might mean going for a walk together or sharing a meal. 
 
We also learn from Jesus that making disciple makers is voluntary and relational. The 
integrity of the process is maintained by the mutual agreement of all involved, with the 
voluntary submission of the disciple to the disciple maker. Unless a disciple is willing to be 
taught and to obey there is no disciple making process. Jesus never forced anyone to 
become his disciple and he knew what it was like to have people begin the process and 
then abandon it. Since the garden of Eden God has always honoured the choices made by 
people, even the bad ones. 
 
Culture Influences Disciple Making 
Australia boasts that it is an egalitarian society (all people are equal) and this concept has 
many admirable features. However, it can be wrongly applied in disciple making and in so 
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doing it undermines the foundational relationship of disciple making. To be a disciple of 
Jesus is to be submitted to Jesus Christ the Lord and have a posture of humility in order to 
receive instruction and correction from the disciple maker.  
 
It is helpful to think of the disciple making relationship as being similar to the way a 
qualified tradesman trains an apprentice in order that at the end of the training the 
apprentice graduates as a qualified tradesman who can train new apprentices. If the 
apprentice was to consider themselves equal to the tradesman in knowledge and 
experience, the entire formation process is sabotaged because the apprentice is proud and 
unteachable.  
 
The mission of making disciple makers is similar. The disciple maker disciples someone to 
know and obey Jesus so that the disciple is able to make another disciple maker. The goal 
is always to multiply disciple makers throughout the world. Humility is one of the primary 
and essential character traits of Jesus’ disciples, as he is the definition of humility and every 
disciple is to become like him. 
 
The Master Disciple Maker 
Jesus is the master disciple maker, and therefore it is essential to study his method and 
learn from him.  
 
The first thing Jesus did was to simply invite people to follow him, be with him, learn who 
God is and how to obey God in daily life. The people who accepted Jesus’ invitation and 
continued following him became his first disciples. After his resurrection and before his 
ascension he gave this small group His authority and commissioned them to go 
throughout the world and make disciple makers. They obeyed him. The pattern of making 
disciple makers who obey Jesus in everything and go and make disciple makers, has and 
is continuing.  
 
When we look closely at the process Jesus used, to move interested followers into being 
disciples who were willing to die for him, we see two important principles: 

• They were constantly with Jesus and learning from him.  
• Jesus required them to obey him. Total allegiance and a commitment to obey Jesus 

is the only way to be a disciple of Jesus. 
 
Doctor Luke in his book, “The Acts of the Apostles” wrote the following comment when 
Jesus’ disciples, Peter and John, were interrogated by the Jewish scholars in Jerusalem:  
“The Council members were astonished as they witnessed the bold courage of Peter and 
John, especially when they discovered that they were just ordinary men who had never had 
religious training. Then they began to understand the effect Jesus had on them simply by 
spending time with him.”  Acts 4:13 
 
Top 7 Characteristics of Disciples 
When we look into the lives of Jesus’ first disciples, we notice the following 
characteristics are common to all of them, except for Judas: 

1. A fascination with Jesus Christ leading to Christ-like transformation 
2. Obedience to Jesus in everything 
3. Increasing Biblical Literacy 
4. A Life characterised by Prayer and Worship 
5. They were Prepared for and Longing for Jesus’ Return 
6. They embraced the possibility of persecution and martyrdom for Christ 
7. They lived and functioned in Biblical Priestliness 

 
These same 7 characteristics have been found in Jesus’ disciples all over the world since 
his ascension. It’s why the task of making disciple makers is the mission of every Christian 
church. It’s the reason that we must continually assess and refresh our mission in every 
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generation. It is why making disciple makers must be become an established culture rather 
than a temporary program.  
 
Assessing the Structure and Strategy to Make Disciple Makers 
If we examine the way Jesus made disciple makers, it should provoke some important 
questions: 

1. Is New Life Church currently functioning in a way that is producing disciples who 
make disciples? 

2. How many people would continue to follow and obey Jesus if the government was 
to permanently forbid church gatherings?  

a. Would we know how to pursue growing in the knowledge of God? 
b. Would we know how to disciple our own children without external 

support? 
c. Would we know how to disciple a non-believer to Christ? 

 
These are challenging questions. Were you able to say ‘yes’ to all of them? 
 
 


