
GOD
AS HE IS



“...the gravest question 
before the Church is 
always God Himself and 
the most portentous 
(significant) fact about 
any human being is not 
what they may say or do,
but what that person, in 
his deep, conceives God 
to be like.”

A.W. Tozer



COMPLAINT #1

“How long shall I cry 
for help but you do 
not listen? Or cry 
out to you…but you 
do not save?” 



COMPLAINT #2

“Why do you make 
me look at injustice?
Why do you tolerate 
injustice?

Destruction and 
violence are before 
me; there is strife, 
and conflict 
abounds.”



COMPLAINT #3

And because of this 
“…the law is 
paralysed and justice 
never prevails.

The wicked hem in 
the righteous so that 
justice is perverted.”



GOD’S RESPONSE

“Look at the nations 
and watch – and be 
utterly amazed. For I 
am going to do 
something in your 
days that you would 
not believe, even if you 
were told.”

Habakkuk 1:5



God is about to 
confront Habakkuk’s 
paradigm, shake his 
assumptions and 
shatter any confidence 
he has in his own 
wisdom.

God’s assessment is 
that Habakkuk 
wouldn’t believe it, 
unless Habakkuk 
heard it from God 
himself.



GOD: “I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous 
people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not 
their own.”

Habakkuk 1:6



“They are a feared and 
dreaded people; they are a 
law to themselves and 
promote their own honour. 
Their horses are swifter 
than leopards, fiercer than 
wolves at dusk…their 
hordes advance like a 
desert wind and gather 
prisoners like sand…guilty 
men whose own strength 
is their god.”

Habakkuk 1:7-11



Have You not existed from ancient times, 

O Eternal One, my holy God?  

Surely you do not plan for us to die. 

You, O Eternal One, have made 

Babylonia Your tool for judgment. 

You, O Rock, have established that king 

as Your instrument of correction. Your eyes are too 

pure to even look at evil.  You cannot turn Your face

toward injustice.  

So why do you stand by and watch those who act 

treacherously? Why do You say and do nothing when 

the wicked swallows up the one who is more in the right 

than he is?

Habakkuk 1:12,13



BLIND SPOT!
Habakkuk didn’t realise that he was committed to something 

God was not committed to.

Habakkuk’s perspective is not God’s wisdom.



HABAKKUK CONTINUES:

“I will take my place at 
the watchtower.
I will stand at my 
post and watch.
I will watch and see what 
He says to me.

I need to think about how 
I should respond to Him
when He gets back to me 
with His answer.”   
Chapter 2:1



“I will watch and 
see what He 
says to me.”



“Difficult questions 
expose us to new 
aspects of the 
knowledge of God 
and if we do not ask 
these hard questions 
and allow the Bible’s 
answers to 
transform us, we will 
lack a complete 
knowledge of God.”

Samuel Whitefield



God’s Sovereignty:
The Mystery, the 
Majesty and the 
Controversy

“For everything comes 
from him and exists by 
his power and is 
intended for his glory. 
All glory to him 
forever! Amen.”

Romans 11:36



“God does not give 
us the freedom to 
alter His words. He 
wants us to face 
what He has revealed 
about Himself even if 
we find it offensive. 
Our offense exposes 
a greater issue God 
wants to address.”

Samuel Whitfield



IS GOD 
CAPABLE 
OF EVIL?



1 John 1:5
“God is good and there is no 
darkness in Him at all.”

James 1:16,17
“Every good gift… is from 
above.”  

This verse says everything 
that is good comes from God 
because God is good. 
Does it also say that 
everything that is evil comes 
from Satan because Satan is 
evil?



‘Rag’ means ‘evil’ in 
Hebrew. The following 
verses are examples in 
the Bible of God as the 
perpetrator of ‘rag’. 

Ezekiel 14:21
Isaiah 45:7
Lamentations 3:38
Jeremiah 6:19
Jeremiah 11:17

There are many others.



“While God’s judgments –
of which chastening is a 
part – are experienced as 
evil by those under them, 
His works never proceed 
from an evil heart, for 
there is no evil in God. 
God is altogether good 
and all his judgments are 
motivated by His 
goodness.”

Bob Sorge



God is capable of evil acts 
but He is incapable of evil 
motives.

Jeremiah 29:11 
“For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, 
says the LORD, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil (rag), 
to give you a future and a 
hope.”

(to the exiles in Babylon)



While most evil in the 
world is demonic in 
origin we can’t say that 
evil calamities (rag) are 
outside the power of 
God’s sovereignty.

We must wrestle with 
these scriptures in order 
to gain a deeper 
revelation of the 
knowledge of God. 



Is God Ever the Author 
Of Sickness?

Exodus 4:11
Micah 6:13
Habakkuk 3:5
Deuteronomy 32:39



What About Natural 
Disasters?

Job 38:22-23
Psalm 148:8
Psalm 135:7
Job 1:16 & 19
Psalm 107:25
Revelation 6:12; 8:10; 
16:8,9



IS THIS GOD OR 
THE DEVIL?

Mixture of 
Causes



HABAKKUK’S TURMOIL

Is God who I thought He 
was? The God I know 
wouldn’t act like this. 
Is it possible that my 

entire way of thinking is 
not based on the truth 

about God...as He really
is? Can I trust Him?



BLIND SPOT!

God is sovereign over 
the nations; even evil 
and wicked nations 
can accomplish His 

purposes.



Isaiah 27

The Long Game



Consider Him…



Who has believed our 
message? And to 
whom has the arm of 
the Lord been 
revealed?

Isaiah 53:1



God is forming a 
people in the nations 
of the earth, who 
know how to worship 
in the midst of great 
trouble.

They are confident as 
His eternal purposes 
unfold. 


