


In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 

was God.
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After these things the 
word of Yahweh came to 

Abram in a vision…
Genesis 15:1



Now Samuel did not yet know 
Yahweh, nor had the word of 

Yahweh yet been revealed
(made visible) to him.

1 Samuel 3



So is my word that goes out 
from my mouth: it will not 

return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which 

I sent it – Isaiah 55:11



In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind.



The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 

did not grasp it.
(NASB)



The true light that gives light to 
everyone was coming into the world.





He was in the world, and 
though the world was made 
through him, the world did 

not recognize him. He came to 
that which was his own, but 
his own did not receive him.



Yet to all who did receive him, 
to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right 
[authority] to become 

children of God.



The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, 

full of grace and truth.



No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, 

has made him known.



THE HEART OF AN 
ORPHAN

THE HEART OF 
SONSHIP

Sees God as Master IMAGE OF GOD Sees God as loving Father

Independent/self-reliant DEPENDENCY Interdependent/acknowledges 
need

Insecure/lack of peace SECURITY Rest and peace

Adapted from Jack and Trisha Frost 
shilohplace.org



THE HEART OF AN 
ORPHAN

THE HEART OF 
SONSHIP

Strives for the praise, approval 
and acceptance of others

NEED FOR APPROVAL Totally accepted in God’s love and 
justified by grace

A need for personal achievement 
as you seek to impress God and 

others, OR no motivation to serve 
at all

MOTIVE FOR SERVICE Service that is motivated by a deep 
gratitude for being 

unconditionally loved and 
accepted by God

Duty and earning God’s favour 
OR not at all

MOTIVE FOR CHRISTIAN 
DISCIPLINES/HABITS

Pleasure and delight



THE HEART OF AN 
ORPHAN

THE HEART OF 
SONSHIP

“Must” be holy to have God’s 
favour, thus increasing a sense of 

shame and guilt

MOTIVE FOR PURITY “Wants to” be holy; does not want 
anything to hinder intimacy with 

God

Self-rejection from comparing 
yourself to others

SELF-IMAGE Positive and affirmed because you 
know you have such value to God

Seeks comfort in counterfeit 
affections: escapism, “just need to 

veg”, busyness, hyper-religious 
activity

SOURCE OF COMFORT Seeks times of quietness and 
solitude to rest in the Father’s 

presence and love



THE HEART OF AN 
ORPHAN

THE HEART OF 
SONSHIP

Competition, rivalry, and jealousy 
toward others’ success and 

position

PEER RELATIONSHIPS Humility and unity as you value 
others and are able to rejoice in 

their success

Accusation and exposure in order 
to make yourself look good by 

making others look bad

HANDLING OTHERS’ FAULTS Love covers over as you seek to 
restore others in a spirit of 

gentleness

Sees authority as a source of pain; 
distrustful toward them; lacks a  

heart attitude of submission

VIEW OF AUTHORITY Respectful, honouring, you see 
them as ministers of God for good 

in your life



THE HEART OF AN 
ORPHAN

THE HEART OF 
SONSHIP

Has difficulty in receiving 
correction; you must be right, so 
you easily get hurt and close your 

spirit to discipline

VIEW OF CORRECTION Receiving correction is a blessing 
and is a catalyst for positive 

change in your life

Guarded and conditional; based 
upon the performance of others as 

you seek to get your own needs 
met

EXPRESSION OF LOVE Open, patient, and affectionate as 
you lay your agendas down in 

order to meet the needs of others

Fight for what you can get FUTURE Confident of a good inheritance



Yet to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God.
John 1:12

See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God!
1 John 3:1


