


 
  



HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET 
 
Welcome to the 2022 Passover Devotions booklet! Here you will find 
daily Bible readings, reflections, prayers and a few crafty ideas (for 
kids) that run from Wednesday April 6 to Monday April 18.  
 
We invite you to participate in the daily devotions as a way of 
entering into God’s Story as a community. Talk about them within 
your household, share your insights with a friend online, make the 
readings and prayers your daily habit for the Passover season and be 
expectant for God to speak to you and through you. 
 
DIGITAL COPIES 
The daily readings will also be emailed each morning to our NLC 
mailing list. Contact Laina via info@newlifefremantle.com with any 
queries related to the mailing list. 
 
PARENTS 
Parents with little ones: include your children in these daily 
rhythms! Plan ahead and reduce the content into manageable 
portions. Ask questions like: 

• What does this teach us about God? 

• What does this teach us about people? 

• Is there something for us to obey? 

• Who can you share this with? 
 
GET CRAFTY 
Simple craft ideas have been provided for parents wanting to make 
the devotions more tactile. Visit newlifefremantle.com/getcrafty to 
see some pictures that match the Get Crafty suggestions. 
 
We pray these devotions will stir your faith and inspire your worship 
as we celebrate God’s Story and the life, death and resurrection of 
the Passover King! 
 
From the NLC Festival Team 
  

mailto:info@newlifefremantle.com
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April 6 2022 
DAY 1 (9 days until Passover) 
Hebrew Calendar: Nisan 5-6 (the days changeover at 
sunset on the Hebrew calendar)  
 
READING: Leviticus 23:1-14  
 
Just as Anzac Day is an identity-shaping day of remembrance for 
Australia and New Zealand, the festival days that God gave to his 
people thousands of years ago are culture-shaping days of 
remembrance and celebration. New Life Church remembers and 
celebrates these seasons each year and have found that this practice 
has enlarged our vision of Jesus and connection with the Scriptures.  
 
Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits are three of the seven 
festivals that God gave to His people Israel to celebrate annually. God 
entered into a covenant relationship with Israel and through them 
began to unfold his plan of salvation for the whole world. Every 
festival points to the Messiah Jesus as the Faithful Israelite who would 
live, die, be resurrected and ultimately fulfil God’s plan to save and 
restore the whole earth.  
 
In Genesis 1:14, God spoke about the different seasons that would be 
part of his creation: signs to mark sacred times (mo’ed), and days 
and years. (Genesis 1:14 NIV) 
 
In the days of Moses, God announced a series of sacred times – holy 
days and seasons – to reveal himself to his people: 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to 
them: ‘These are my appointed festivals [mo’ed], the appointed 
festivals of the Lord, which you are to proclaim as sacred 
assemblies. (Leviticus 23:1-2 NIV) 
 



 
 
Notice the Hebrew word mo’ed is the same as the word used in 
Genesis 1:14 – sacred times. Right from the beginning of creation, God 
chose to use times and seasons, patterns and rhythms to make himself 
known to us. 
 
Some might ask: “What do these festivals have to do with me? It’s 
3500 years later and I live in Australia not Jerusalem.” 
 
These sacred times – festivals – are about God: “these are my 
appointed festivals, my sacred times”. In God’s heart, these days are 
about revealing himself to people of every nation. Yes, Israel is the 
messenger, but the message is God – come and behold God who is 
King over every tribe, language and nation. The message of God’s 
sacred times is God. 
 
Written by the NLC Festival Team 
 
PRAYER: 
Father, thank you for creating rhythms and seasons to help us 
remember you and your Story. As we approach this Passover season, 
please give to us the spirit of wisdom and revelation, that we would 
know you better. Open our eyes that we would see wonderful things 
in your Word. Turn our hearts to your ways, and not to selfish gain. 
Satisfy our hearts today with your unfailing love. 
 
GET CRAFTY: 
Create a table centrepiece that will sit on your dining table throughout 
the next 10 days. You could place a loaf of bread and a special cup in 
the centre of a table to remind you of the Passover meal itself, or a 
small cross with nails as a reminder of Christ’s once-and-for-all 
sacrifice. Lighting candles each evening can symbolise welcoming the 
light of God in your home as you journey through the Passover season 
together. Share photos of your Passover creations with others in New 
Life Church! 



 
 
DAY 2 – April 7 
Hebrew Calendar: Nisan 6-7  
 
READING: Exodus 3 & 6:1-12  
 
In today’s reading we are gifted with insight into the God who loves 
to be near: I have seen. I have heard. I am aware (3:7). The NIV 
uses the phrase I am concerned. The NKJV says I know their 
sorrows. 
 
As the Hebrews groaned under the weight of oppression, they battled 
the lies that said: no one sees, no one hears, no one cares. In times of 
pain, we are prone to wrestle with those same lies. It’s in those dark 
moments that our souls can be enlightened by the stories of the 
saints of old. David sang: Record my misery; list my tears on your 
scroll – are they not in your record? (Psalm 56:8). Asaph wrote: 
When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was 
senseless and ignorant… Yet I am always with you; you hold me by 
my right hand (Psalm 73:21-23). 
 
Not only does God know our pain and stay near in affliction, he 
responds to it: 
I am the LORD. I will bring you out. I will free you. I will redeem 
you. I will take you as my own. 
I will be your God. Exodus 6:6-7 
 
The Exodus and the Passover are not just historical facts but an 
invitation for us to look up and call on God and discover him again 
as our comfort, our hope, and our deliverer. Let us not be like the 
Israelites who, in the midst of their discouragement, were deaf to the 
truth (6:9). He is still the one who is near to the broken-hearted; he 
is still the one who sets slaves free, he is still mighty to save.  
 
Written by Jason Pelling 



 
 
PRAYER: 
Father, we thank you that you are near to us. Thank you that you see 
every tear and you hear every cry. Thank you that you do not 
abandon your people. We remember your faithfulness to the 
Israelites in Egypt and we remember your faithfulness to us. Thank 
you for your grace extended to us in Jesus our Messiah, our Great 
Deliverer. Thank you that you are teaching us to walk in the way of 
freedom, and that we are no longer slaves to death and sin.  
 
Take a moment to pray for anyone you know who is feeling 
oppressed or experiencing pain. 
 
GET CRAFTY: 
Spend some time making paper chains. On each chain write down a 
word to express gratitude for the freedom that God has brought and 
is leading you into. 
  



 
 
DAY 3 – April 8 
Nisan 7-8 
 
Reading: Exodus 7-8  
In the 9 plagues leading up to the Passover we see Yahweh 
triumphing over the spiritual powers of Egypt. The Egyptians 
worshipped a multitude of so-called gods. Yahweh made a spectacle 
of them.  
 
When God turned water to blood – where were the Gods of the Nile 
River? Where were Osiris, Isis, and Horus? 
When God sent a plague of sickness on the livestock – where was the 
bull-god Apis, and the cow-headed god, Hathor?  
When God sent fire and hail upon the land, where were the sky gods 
of Egypt? 
When God sent darkness so thick you could feel it, where was Ra, the 
sun god, or Shu the god of light? And then the final plague – the 
death of the firstborn. Life itself, taken away by the angel of Yahweh.  
 
For many years Israel celebrated the Passover and remembered 
God’s judgment on the powers of Egypt – Pharaoh, his armies, the 
‘gods’. After they crossed the Red Sea they sang: “Who among the 
gods is like you, Lord? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, working wonders? “ 
 
Centuries later, in the Passover of Calvary, there was an ultimate 
confrontation between Jesus and spiritual powers. Yahweh the Great 
Deliverer was at work – to be continued… 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER from Psalm 116: 
I love you LORD, for you heard my voice; you hear my cry for mercy. 
Because you turned your ear to me, I will call on you as long as I live. 
The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came over 
me; I was overcome by distress and sorrow. Then I called on the name 
of the LORD – save me! LORD you are gracious and righteous; you 
are full of compassion. Return to your rest, my soul, for God has been 
good to you. Amen.  
 
GET CRAFTY:  
Think about the victory of God over Pharaoh and the Egyptian gods. 
Create a scene to show them all surrendering and bowing down to God 
– you could draw it, build it with Lego, make it with puppets or mould 
it with playdough. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
DAY 4 – April 9 
Nisan 8-9 
 
READING:  Exodus 9-11  
 
The Exodus story tells of the defeat of Egyptian powers at the hands 
of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Pharaoh and the ‘gods’ of 
Egypt were defeated and Yahweh liberated a people and invited 
them to be his royal priests: Let my people go, so that they may 
worship me (9:2). You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation (Exodus 19:6). 
 
In the Passover of Calvary, Jesus took on not only the political and 
social powers of his day, but every ungodly power that enslaved 
God’s image-bearers – past, present and future. The Apostle Paul 
wrote that Jesus cancelled the record of the charges against us and 
took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the 
spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his 
victory over them on the cross (Colossians 2:14-15 NLT). John told 
us that Jesus has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made 
us to be a kingdom and priests to serve… God (Revelation 1:5-6 
NIV). 
 
In the language of Passover, if you are in Christ you are no longer 
slaves! You are no longer subject to the gods of lust, money, power or 
any other forces in this world. You are no longer slaves to the power 
of sin. You are free to be the worshipper and the image-bearer that 
God created you to be. This is the Passover story that Jesus 
embodied: God is here to set you free! 
 
Written by the NLC Festival Team, compiled from various sources 
 
 
 



 
 
PRAYER: 
Lord Jesus, the Passover King: I stand in your victory today and I 
declare over my life and my family the triumph of the cross and the 
power of the resurrection. You have defeated every power and 
principality and have set me free to be a royal priest in your family. 
Today I surrender to your leadership and choose to worship you alone. 
Give me grace this day to love and obey you wholeheartedly and to 
reveal your goodness to those around me. Amen. 
 
GET CRAFTY:  
Set up a game of skittles (you can easily make up the game using 
some bottles or cans and a ball). Write down names of idols or sinful 
powers, such as greed, lies, and anger. Stick them to the skittles, and 
mark your ball with a cross. Play skittles and celebrate the power of 
Christ that has defeated every power! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
DAY 5 – April 10 
Nisan 9-10 
 
READING: Exodus 12:1-42  
 
When we read verse 3 of Exodus 12, that every man shall take a lamb 
according to his father’s house, we remember John 13:1 which says 
‘before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart out of this world to the Father’ – we see Jesus as the lamb of 
his Father’s house.  
 
When we read of the unblemished lamb in Exodus 12:5, we remember 
the unblemished offering of the blood of Christ in Hebrews 9. When 
we think of the Israelites eating the flesh of the lamb in Exodus 12:8 
we remember Jesus’ statement in John chapter 6, that unless you eat 
my flesh and drink my blood, you do not have eternal life.  
 
We read in Exodus 12:12 that God struck down both man and beast, 
but because of the blood on the doorposts, he passed over the 
Israelites; we remember that Isaiah saw God the Father strike down 
God the Son: our punishment fell upon him.  
 
We read in Exodus 12:22 of the hyssop plant that was used to spread 
the blood of the Passover lamb on the doorposts, and we remember 
John 19:29 when they used the hyssop plant to lift up the sponge of 
wine vinegar to the man on the blood-soaked cross.  
 
We read in Exodus 12:46 that the bones of the Passover lamb were not 
to be broken and we remember that when the soldier went to break 
the legs of Jesus (John 19:33), he stopped because the Passover Lamb, 
who takes away the sin of the world, was already dead.  
 
 
 



 
 
In Exodus 12:23 we read that “When the Lord goes through the land 
to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the... doorframe 
and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer 
to enter your houses and strike you down”. And we remember that 
though the enemy comes to steal, kill and destroy, “the reason the Son 
of God appeared was to destroy the work of the devil” (1 John 3). Jesus 
said “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 
10:10). 
 
Written by the NLC Festival Team, compiled from various sources 
 
PRAYER:  
Father of Glory, in this Passover season, we ask you to lead us into 
deeper worship and stronger friendship with your Son. We honour 
you Jesus, the fulfilment of the Passover sacrifice. You gave up your 
life to give us life. In the festival of Unleavened Bread, you who were 
untainted by sin were laid in the tomb. On the Day of Firstfruits, you 
conquered death and arose as the Firstfruits of the coming 
resurrection. Our hope is in your sinless life, your sacrificial death, 
your victorious resurrection, and your soon return. Come Lord Jesus. 
 
GET CRAFTY: Share the Feast of Jesus (communion) together as a 
family and thank God for his sacrifice for us. 
 
 
  



 
 
DAY 6  – April 11 
Nisan 10-11  
 
READING: John 12  
 
Four days before the Passover (Nisan 10), the Jewish people were 
instructed to choose their Passover lambs. They were inspected for 
any defects and carefully cared for to ensure they would be a perfect 
sacrifice for Passover. It was at this time that Jesus was anointed by 
Mary at Bethany, an act that symbolically marked Jesus as chosen. 
Over the next few days Jesus was interrogated in Jerusalem by the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, as if he himself was being inspected and 
proven to be perfect before his own sacrifice on the cross. The 
Passover Lamb was indeed Christ, the Lamb of God, sacrificed to take 
away the sins of the world (1 Cor. 5:7, John 1:29). It was this Lamb, 
Jesus her Saviour, on whom Mary poured out her affection.  
 
Full of overwhelming gratitude for the freedom, healing, resurrection 
and love she had experienced and seen, Mary came into the room that 
night with deliberate intent. Mary understood that time was short – 
Jesus had spoken a number of times about his imminent and 
necessary death – and she wanted to lavish her love on her beloved 
Saviour and King while she still had the chance. Her love took her past 
the polite customs of her day, past the critical eyes of men, and past 
caring for her own reputation. Nothing would deter her from radical 
worship – no harsh words or criticisms, no financial expense. Mary 
didn’t care about her own reputation, but only about Jesus’ exaltation. 
 
Mary understood who Jesus was and what he was doing, and she 
brought him the greatest gift she could offer in response. She brought 
him an oil used by people of high class and royalty, anointing him as 
her king. She poured on him an oil used for preparing bodies for 
burial, using the symbol of her own glory, her hair, as a rag. She 
extravagantly gave a gift worth a whole year’s income, perhaps  



 
 
representing her life’s hopes and dreams from what could have been 
her inheritance or bridal dowry. The fragrance of that perfume would 
have clung to Jesus’ skin for days. Wherever he walked the fragrance 
of Mary’s worship was tangible to those around him. No doubt it 
brought Jesus himself comfort as he neared his hour of suffering. 
Mary’s gift became a firstfruits offering of worship, a promise of the 
devotion and love that he would receive from his people in the 
generations to come.  
 
Mary had spent many hours sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to his 
words, seeing him move and act. Now she spent her final moments 
with him, expressing her love and worship. This was not a waste. This 
was extravagant love to an extravagant God who is worthy of 
everything. 
 
Written by Chantelle Macdonald 
 
PRAYER: 
Beautiful Saviour, you are worthy of all honour and worship. Forgive 
me for the times I have valued my own reputation, my time, my 
money, myself more than you. I pause now to remember all the times 
you have been so lovingly gracious and merciful to me. Thank you for 
your kindness. Help me to be like Mary, sitting at your feet and 
listening to your words. I want to consider “everything a loss because 
of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8). 
I want to give you the honour you deserve. My life is a gift from you 
and I want to live it in extravagant worship, to bring a fragrant offering 
of love to you in every day that you give me. You are worthy, my God 
and King, of all I am and all I have. 
 
GET CRAFTY: 
Place a perfume bottle on your table and consider the story of Mary 
and Jesus. The least of Jesus is worthy of the best of us. Sing or listen 
to a song such as “Alabaster Heart” or “Worthy Of It All”. 



 
 
DAY 7  – April 12 
Nisan 11-12 
 
READING: Matthew 21:1-17 & 23:37-39  
 
Today’s readings give us a glimpse into the emotion and anticipation 
that filled Jerusalem in the days before Jesus’ death. We hear the 
“Hosanna” crowd giving Jesus a royal welcome as he enters the city. 
We see the rest of the city stirred in wonder: “Who is this?!” We feel 
the rising rage of religious leaders, indignant that this unqualified 
Galilean is being praised as the Son of David – God’s promised King. 
 
God in the flesh stands in Jerusalem, knowing that despite the jubilant 
noise of some, he’s about to be utterly rejected by the children of Israel 
and hung up on a Roman cross to die. Incredibly, he makes this pledge 
to them, saying you will not see me again until you say, 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’. 
 
That was a well-known phrase for the Jews – a statement of blessing 
regarding the coming of the Messiah. With tears in his eyes, Jesus 
prophesies to the religious leaders: you’ve rejected God by 
killing his prophets, and you’re about to reject God by 
killing me. You will not see me again until you bless me as 
your Messiah. 
 
Perhaps we could also say it like this: 
A day is coming when you will see me again, Jerusalem. 
And on that day, you will welcome me as the Messiah, the 
King, the Deliverer of Israel. 
 
In Matthew 23, Jesus is deeply troubled. But hope is on the horizon. 
As the blackest hour of history approaches, the heart of God heaves 
under the weight of ancient covenants and deep desire for his family:  
 



 
 
This is not over. I’m not finishing this story without you 
Israel. I’m going to win your heart, Israel. A day is coming 
when you, as a nation, will say ‘yes’ to me. 
 
The Lord has committed himself to the salvation of Israel. They will 
yet say of Jesus ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord’. As Jews around the world celebrate Passover this year, let us 
pray that they would see the Galilean who truly is the Son of David, 
the Promised One who came and is coming soon. 
 
Written by Jason Pelling 
 
PRAYER: 
Father, as Jews throughout the nations prepare for Passover, open 
their eyes to see that Jesus is their Messiah, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. Father, draw them to your Son, that 
Israel as a nation would welcome her Messiah. Strengthen our 
brothers and sisters in Israel, and let your Word spread rapidly and 
be honoured in that land. Amen. 
 
GET CRAFTY:  
Cut some palm branches or make some paper palm leaves. Make a 
crown with gold card or pipe cleaners. Recite Psalm 118:19-26, one of 
the Hallel Psalms that the Jews read during the festival season. Thank 
God for our Deliverer and King Jesus, who is returning soon! 
           
  



 
 
DAY 8  – April 13 
Nisan 12-13  
 
READING: John 13:1-17  
 
Stunning. The Eternal Son had always interacted intimately with the 
fullness of Father and Spirit. Untainted, unrestrained communion. He 
had come from God. From the dwelling place of God, gazing upon 
God. Entirely Holy Persons intertwined in indivisible love. In 
greatness of humility, the Son took on the frail form of man.  
 
And how does he carry himself as the God-Man? The one from God, 
the one returning to God? He comes on his knees with a towel around 
his waist and a bowl for dirty feet. He comes via the way of the cross, 
and to the cross he will go, knowing and showing true glory.  
 
Notice the man fidgeting amongst the twelve. Eyes darting, the smell 
of silver on his sweating palms. The man whose seeds of anger were 
about to bloom in blood and death. It says he had loved his 
disciples...and now he loved them to the very end. And so he would 
love Judas to the very end.  
 
The hands of the Creator enfold the feet of the betrayer. Judas has 
made his choice, but still mercy and meekness are poured upon him. 
Words once spoken hang heavy in the air: 
 

But love your enemies, and do good, expecting nothing in 
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons 
of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful (Luke 6).  

  
Written by Jason Pelling 
 
  



 
 
PRAYER: 
Jesus. You come to serve me still. I receive your loving kindness as you 
serve me, undeserving as I am. I open my heart to your humble love. 
Let me be changed by this love. Fill me with the love of the foot-
washing God, that others would see you in me. 
 
GET CRAFTY:  
Make a plan to serve someone with unusual kindness today or 
tomorrow. Make their bed. Take their turn for washing dishes. Make 
a friend a meal. Deliver flowers to someone.  
 
  



 
 
DAY 9 – April 14 
Nisan 13-14  
 
READING: Luke 22-23  
 
THE POWER OF PASSOVER 
God’s faithfulness in history gives us confidence today and hope for 
the future. 
 
Take a few moments to think about this meal in Jerusalem and the 
events that happen immediately after it. What Luke describes looks 
like failure and the end of hope. Inner circle betrayal, self-
centredness, and denial. Jesus arrested, judged, mocked, humiliated, 
flogged, executed, and buried. 
 
Paul wrote, “The message of the cross is foolish to those headed for 
destruction! But… Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
The foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.” 1 
Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
Amidst the pain and frustration of life not working out how we want 
it to, the Passover account reminds us that we can live with confident 
hope that God will fulfil all His purposes and nothing will thwart God.  
 
The blood of those first Passover lambs in Egypt, wiped on the 
doorframes, provided God’s protection for Israel from death and 
opened the way for exodus from slavery to the Promised Land.  
 
The blood of Jesus, the ultimate Passover lamb is far superior! Jesus 
said, “This cup is the new covenant between God and his people – an 
agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured out as a 
sacrifice for you.” The blood of Jesus protects everyone who trusts in 
him, from death and decay, forever. It liberates from slavery to sin in  



 
 
order to worship and obey God and to dwell forever in His presence 
in His renewed creation. 
 
Facing apparent failure through betrayal and death, Jesus held up 
that cup at the last Supper to declare that God was fulfilling the 
promise of a new covenant, a promise given hundreds of years 
earlier to the prophet Jeremiah (see Jer. 31:31-34). Whenever we 
drink the cup of the new covenant, we remind ourselves of God’s 
faithfulness in history and our hope for today and for the future. 
 
Written by Wayne Hollett 
 
PRAYER: 
Father of Glory, in this Passover season, we ask you to lead us into 
deeper worship and stronger friendship with your Son. We honour 
you Jesus, the fulfilment of the Passover sacrifice. You gave up your 
life to give us life. In the festival of Unleavened Bread, you who were 
untainted by sin were laid in the tomb. On the Day of Firstfruits, you 
conquered death and arose as the Firstfruits of the coming 
resurrection. Our hope is in your sinless life, your sacrificial death, 
your victorious resurrection, and your soon return. Come Lord Jesus. 
 
GET CRAFTY: 
Share the Feast of Jesus (communion) together. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 



 
 
  



 
 
DAY 10  – April 15 
Nisan 14-15 
(Passover begins at sunset tonight. Jesus died in the 
afternoon – first day in the grave)  
 
READING: John 18-19  
 
In the centuries following the Passover of Egypt, new traditions 
emerged as a way of remembering what God had done for Israel. A 
Day of Preparation led into the Passover Sabbath and included a 
cleansing of the home to ensure no leaven was present1. Special foods 
were prepared for the Passover meal to tell the story of slaves being 
set free. In the temple tradition, a Passover sacrifice was made at 
3pm2, an addition to the regular daily sacrifices which took place at 
9am and noon. 
 
For centuries, people have pondered the timing of the Passover in 
relation to the death of Jesus. Matthew 26:18 reveals that Jesus was 
planning a Passover meal with his disciples. Yet John 18:28 tells us 
that on the day of the crucifixion, the Jewish leaders had not yet eaten 
the Passover meal, which indicates that the Last Supper was not the 
same event as the Passover of the Pharisees3.  
 
This is a significant detail, as it confirms that when Jesus died at 3pm 
on Nisan 14, it was on the very same day and hour at which the special 
Passover lamb was sacrificed in the Temple. We also know that on that  

 
1 See Mark 15:42 - "It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath)”. This refers to the 
Festival of Unleavened Bread Sabbath, also called the Passover Sabbath, which was most likely 
Thursday and also Nisan 14. As evening approached (Nisan 15), “Joseph of Arimathea... went boldly 
to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body.”  

2 The 3pm sacrifice comes from the interpretation of Exodus 12:6 reading, “between the evenings”. 
 
3 The traditional Passover meal takes place in the evening of Nisan 15 which begins at sunset. The 
meal is also the start of the Unleavened Bread Sabbath (or Passover Sabbath) which can be a 
different day to the weekly Sabbath. 



 
 
day, Jesus’ crucifixion began at 9am and darkness covered the land at 
noon – each event aligning with the timing of Passover sacrifices. The 
timing is also significant in light of Jesus’ prophecy that he would be 
buried in the earth for three days and three nights (Matt. 12:40). 
 
The traditional Passover meal would have been eaten in the hours 
following Jesus' death and burial. Can you imagine it? The hard-
hearted and the heart-broken alike, turning away from Golgotha, 
walking back to the city as the Freedom Festival was due to begin. The 
blood of the cross still drying as they sat down for a family meal. 
 
Unblemished lambs were sliced open on dining tables only hours after 
God’s Perfect Lamb was rushed into a grave. Unleavened bread was 
shared as the holy Bread of Life lay in the death-darkness of a tomb. 
 
In every hour and every detail, Jesus fulfilled the Passover. God’s 
Appointed Times would clearly proclaim that it was indeed time. The 
death of the Paschal Lamb. The rise of the Passover King. 
 
Written by Jason Pelling 
 
PRAYER: 
We honour you Jesus, the fulfilment of the Passover sacrifice. You 
gave up your life to give us life. In the festival of Unleavened Bread 
you were laid in the tomb, untainted by sin. On the Day of Firstfruits, 
you conquered death and arose as the Firstfruits of the coming 
resurrection. Our hope is in your sinless life, your sacrificial death, 
your victorious resurrection, and your soon return. Come Lord Jesus. 
 
GET CRAFTY: 
Enjoy a Passover meal together, re-telling the story of both the Exodus 
and the Cross as you eat and drink. Use our guide for hosting a 
Passover meal – newlifefremantle.com/biblical-festivals. 
 



 

 
 
DAY 11  – April 16  
Nisan 15-16 
 
READING: Deuteronomy 16:1-8 & Isaiah 52:13-53:12  
 
“You must offer it [the Passover Lamb] only at the designated place of 
worship—the place the LORD your God chooses for his name to be 
honoured.”  
 
In Isaiah we read of the one who was ‘led like a lamb to the slaughter’, 
who is also referred to as our ‘Passover lamb’.  Have you ever stopped 
to ponder that God chose the time, and place for Him to be sacrificed? 
That this was chosen so that God’s name can be honoured?  
 
Not only that, but this was the Lord’s “good plan to crush him”. This 
is not how we would necessarily interpret a ‘good plan’, yet God saw 
more than the ‘crushing and causing of grief’. He knew that in the 
offering of Jesus’ perfect life, it would be possible for many to be 
counted righteous.  
Jesus’ suffering, according to the Father’s plans was foretold in Isaiah 
53. Deuteronomy 16 refers to unleavened bread as the ‘bread of 
suffering’, Jesus came as the one who would suffer. He was without 
sin, or leaven, and suffered to bring righteousness for many. God 
planned this. He planned all the details, down to time and place. There 
is a great comfort in knowing that none of what happened was a 
surprise to God but rather part of an intricate plan - God’s great plan. 
 
Written by Eleanor Sharland 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
PRAYER: 
Prayer from Psalm 51: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
unfailing love; according to your great compassion, blot out my 
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from sin. 
Create in me a pure heart and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 
God, I thank you that nothing happens outside of your knowledge, and 
that you orchestrated these events over 2000 years ago, to bring me 
into righteousness. Thank you for your plan to bring generations into 
the freedom of knowing you. Thank you for your grace and mercy in 
this. Thank you for the renewing work of your Spirit within me today. 
Amen. 
 
GET CRAFTY: 
Bake some matzah bread, hammer some nails into a ‘cross’ or add 
some nails to your table centrepiece. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
DAY12 – April 17 
Nisan 16-17 
(Third day in the grave. Festival Day of Firstfruits began at 
sunset in the year Jesus died) 
 
READING: Luke 24  
  
Read ahead in anticipation of Jesus' resurrection on the Day of 
Firstfruits, followed by His teaching to the disciples, showing them 
the fulfillment of all that had been spoken of Him in the law of Moses, 
the prophets and psalms. 
  
I can’t help but read Luke 24 and be struck by the kindness of the Lord 
to reveal himself to us. Have you ever thought about the fact that Jesus 
didn’t actually need the stone to be rolled away from the tomb? In his 
resurrected body, we know that Jesus had the ability to move through 
materials, to walk through walls (see John 20:19). He could have 
teleported out of the tomb by himself. And yet, the stone was rolled 
way. Why? So that it might help others to see and to know that Jesus 
had risen from the dead.  
 
Why did Jesus walk with the two on the road to Emmaus for so long 
without announcing who he was? What did it accomplish? It gave him 
time to explain, in detail, how the Scriptures foretold his resurrection. 
He knew it would be better this way - to let the hearing and 
explanation come first, then the shock of the discovery that Jesus was 
alive to come second.  
 
We read that Peter saw and pondered the empty tomb and the strips 
of linen (Luke 24:12) before having a personal encounter with Jesus 
for himself (Luke 24:34). 
 
 



 
 
God reveals himself in different times and in different ways to those 
who are seeking and looking for him. How does he reveal himself to 
us? In Luke 24 it says: 
 
8 “Then they remembered his words.” 
31 “Then their eyes were opened.” 
45 “Then he opened their minds.”  
 
The Holy Spirit brings to remembrance the words of Jesus (John 
14:26) and opens the eyes of our hearts and minds. Jesus is risen! Do 
you believe it? Are you expecting to see him at work today? 
 
Written by Lauren Hollett 
 
PRAYER: 
God, we thank you that you are so kind in revealing yourself to us. We 
thank you for the resurrection life that we now share in through Jesus 
Christ. Lord, today we ask for open hearts and open eyes - we want to 
be ones who see you, who are looking and expecting you to be at work 
in our lives and in our world. Like the disciples, we, too, can be full of 
doubt, discouragement or disbelief. Increase our faith, that our hearts 
would quicken when the Holy Spirit brings to mind the words of 
Jesus. Let his words be in our hearts and in our mouths to the glory 
and praise of your name!  
  
GET CRAFTY: 
The disciples didn’t really understand the meaning of Jesus’ death, or 
recognise that it was Jesus walking with them, until ‘their eyes were 
opened’ (Luke 24:31). Make some binoculars with some cardboard 
tubes/toilet rolls. Pray or sing the apostolic prayer from Ephesians 
1:17-19 and ask God to open your eyes to see Him. Celebrate 
resurrection life by decorating your home with some fresh flowers! 
 
 



 
 
DAY 13 – April 18 
Nisan 17-18 
 
READING:  Leviticus 23:9-14 & 1 Corinthians 15  
 
On the Hebrew calendar, today marks the end of the third night that 
Jesus was in the grave, fulfilling his prophecy in Matthew 12:40 to 
be in the grave for 3 days and 3 nights.  
 
Jesus rose from the dead on the very day that God had appointed for 
the Israelites to bring an offering from the ‘first fruits’ of the harvest. 
These first fruits are not disconnected from the rest of the harvest, but 
are the evidence that the full harvest is coming. For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. A radical 
transition in the human experience has been initiated in the 
resurrection. A day is coming when you will know the joy of a 
resurrected body in a fully renewed heaven and earth. 
 
As we live in the tension between the resurrection firstfruits and the 
full harvest, we have a Holy Spirit empowered assignment. Paul 
declared: I want to know Christ and the power of the resurrection 
and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death, and so somehow to attain to the resurrection from the dead 
(Philippians 3:10-11). 
 
For Paul, living as a member of the resurrection community now 
meant that he could endure suffering and death because they did not 
have the last word. He knew what it was to die to his way of living and 
to endure the mistreatment of the world and yet live in hope because 
he was united with the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead 
(Romans 8:11).  
 
 



 
 
That is how we live as resurrection people now. We live confidently 
because we know that Jesus is resurrected and is Lord of all. We die 
to our self-sufficient ways so that His indestructible life shines 
through us. We proclaim to a world that is subject to war and 
pandemic and sorrow that these things do not have the final say. The 
first fruits guarantee the coming harvest. Death has been swallowed 
up in victory. Christ is alive! 
 
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm! Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain!  
1 Corinthians 15:58. 
 
Written by Jason Pelling 
 
PRAYER: 
Jesus our King, on this Day of Firstfruits we declare you are the 
Resurrection and the Life; the Firstfruits from the dead! You 
conquered sin, put death to flight, and gave us the hope of everlasting 
life. Redeem all our days because of this great victory. Forgive our 
sins, banish our fears and make us bold to praise you and to do your 
will.  Strengthen us to wait for the fullness of your Kingdom on the 
last great Day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

_____________ 
 
On the Biblical Calendar, the seven days of Unleavened Bread 
continue until Saturday. The ‘Counting of the Omer’ has begun (Lev. 
23:15-16) and we now look forward to the Day of Pentecost. Keep an 
eye on your inbox for more articles about this season of anticipation! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


